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The Feast of Christ’s Nativity
Prelude Non nobis Domine

William Byrd (1539 - 1623)
Arranged for Brass Trio by S. Lundberg

In the Bleak Midwinter

Arranged Mark Schweizer (b. 1956)
Members of the St. Luke’s Choir

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, heav'n cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
Heav'n and earth shall flee away, when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
What can I give him, poor as I am,
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wiseman, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.

Call to Worship
Deacon

Light looked down and saw darkness.

People

“I will go there,” said light.

Deacon

Peace looked down and saw war.

People

“I will go there,” said peace.

Deacon

Love looked down and saw hatred.

People

“I will go there,” said love.

Deacon

So he,
the Lord of Light,
the Prince of Peace,
the King of Love,
came down
and crept in
beside us.

Officiant
People

Blessed be God, our strength and our salvation,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Processional Music
O Come, All Ye Faithful

Text and music John Francis Wade (1711 - 1786)
Ensemble from St. Luke’s Choir with Brass Trio

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
(Refrain): O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him.
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.
God from God, Light from Light eternal,
Lo! He abhors not the virgin's womb;
Only-begotten Son of the Father; (Refrain)
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, glory in the highest; (Refrain)
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; (Refrain)
Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,
We would embrace thee with love and awe;
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? (Refrain)
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; (Refrain)

Station at the Christmas Crèche
The Baby Jesus figure is placed in the Crèche.
Officiant

Let us pray.
God of Mary and Joseph, of shepherds and animals,
bless all who gaze on the manger scene.
Through all the days of Christmas
may these figures tell the story
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of how humans, angels, and animals
found the Christ in so poor a place.
Fill our homes with hospitality, joy,
gentleness, and thanksgiving,
and guide our steps in the way of peace.
People

Amen.

Gloria in excelsis

Setting by William Matthias (1934 - 1992)
Members of St. Luke’s Choir

Collect of the Day
Officiant
People
Officiant

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon
him, and to be born of the Virgin Mary: Grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your
Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

People

Amen.

The Lessons
First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7
Reader

In this reading, the Prophet juxtaposes the reality of pain and anguish with a
future hope of joy and celebration. Isaiah offers this hope in the assurance that
the God who has repeatedly saved God's chosen ones will do so again.
A reading from The Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
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For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

A Portion of the Psalter: Psalm 96

The Plainsong Psalter
Members of the St. Luke’s Choir

Antiphon: Let the heavens rejoice,
And let the earth be glad before the Lord,
For he has come.
1 Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.
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5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.
10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King!
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.
13 He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth. (Antiphon)

The Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14

Reader

Titus presents God's saving creativity in terms of two appearances of Jesus. Jesus'
first appearance in Bethlehem manifested God's grace, and Jesus' second coming
will manifest God's glory.
A reading from The Letter of Titus.
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
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manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Music All My Heart this Night Rejoices
Trad. German Carol by Johann G. Ebeling (1637 - 1676)
Arranged by Venita MacGorman
St. Luke’s Handbell Choir
The Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
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amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Breaking Open the Word
A Christmas Story

Mr. Dabbs McGregor Woodfin, M.Div.

Homily

The Rev. Dr. Randall R. Warren

Responding to the Word
The Nicene Creed
Deacon

Let us proclaim our faith, which covers the earth and spans the ages,
by reciting the Nicene Creed.

Assembly

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, light from light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
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who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

Deacon

Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates
the birth of Christ.

Deacon

Bless all those who are entrusted with Christian ministry
that your Word might be proclaimed with truth and courage across our world.
Bestow your wisdom on all who govern,
that in honoring the earth
and its diverse races, cultures, and religions,
we may celebrate the light of this holy night.
Grant reconciliation to those besought with conflict and violence, that they may
live in the peace of this holy night.

Deacon
People

Artful Weaver of all that is,
please hear our prayer.

Deacon

Embrace with your tender care
all who wander alone or have no place to lay their head,
may they experience the hope of this holy night.

Deacon
People

Artful Weaver of all that is,
please hear our prayer.

Deacon

Draw near to those who find this season a source of pain or grief, and to all who
are suffering or sick, especially those we remember in our own hearts (pause)
that they may feel the comfort of this holy season.

Deacon
People

Artful Weaver of all that is,
please hear our prayer.

Deacon

Strengthen all types of families in the bonds of love and commitment,
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that our homes might be places of joy and peace.

Deacon
People

Artful Weaver of all that is,
please hear our prayer.

Deacon

Open our hearts to your presence,
that we may be transformed by the new birth
we celebrate in this holy season.

Deacon
People

Artful Weaver of all that is,
please hear our prayer.

Deacon

Give us grace to entrust those who have passed before us into your tender
loving care, that we might join with them in singing your praises this holy night.

Deacon
People

Artful Weaver of all that is,
please hear our prayer.

Deacon

God grant unto us whatever we need
that we might serve you by showing your love and compassion to our world,
allowing your light to illuminate all hearts with grace and truth.

Pastoral Hymn & Prayer

Please join in singing the first two verses of “Silent Night.”
People

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin, mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!

Officiant

When the world was dark
and the city was quiet,
you came.
You crept in beside us.
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And no one knew.
Only the few
who dared to believe
that God might do something different.
Will you do the same this Christmas, Lord?
Will you come into the darkness of today's world;
not the friendly darkness
as when sleep rescues us from tiredness,
but the fearful darkness,
in which people have stopped believing
that war will end
or that food will come
or that a government will change
or that the Church cares?
Will you come into that darkness
and do something different
to save your people from death and despair?
Will you come into the quietness of this community,
not the friendly quietness
as when lovers hold hands,
but the fearful silence when
the phone has not rung,
the letter has not come,
the friendly voice no longer speaks,
the doctor's face says it all?
Will you come into that darkness,
and do something different,
not to distract, but to embrace your people?
And will you come into the dark corners
and the quiet places of our lives?
We ask this not because we are guilt-ridden
or want to be,
but because the fullness our lives long for
depends on us being as open and vulnerable to you
as you were to us
when you came,
wearing no more than diapers,
and trusting human hands
to hold their maker.
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Will you come into our lives,
if we open them to you
and do something different?
When the world was dark
and the city was quiet
you came.
You crept in beside us.
Do the same this Christmas, Lord.
Do the same this Christmas.
Amen.
Please join in singing verse 3 of “Silent Night.”
People

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

The Blessing & Dismissal
Officiant

People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him,
bless you in this holy season,
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart
with the light of his holiness.
Amen!
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.
Amen!
May God,
who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,
give you his peace and favor.
Amen!
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen!
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Deacons
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn
Joy to the World

Text Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748)
Tune George Frideric Handel (1685 - 1759)

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heav'n and nature sing (3X).
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns;
Let us our songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy (3X).
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found (3X).
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love (3X).
Postlude Benedictus (Missa Brevis)

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525 - 1594)
Arranged for Brass Trio by S. Lundberg
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